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les années d’après-guerre, avant qu’elle ne soit appliquée aux années 1960 au 
Québec, pour mieux les recomposer.
Cela dit, ces quelques remarques critiques n’enlèvent rien au mérite de 
l’ouvrage. Soixante ans après le décès de Maurice Duplessis, cette histoire du 
duplessisme était la bienvenue pour alimenter une conversation encore bien 




MArshAll, Peter – Heretics and Believers: A History of the English Reformation. 
New Haven and London: Yale University Press, 2017. Pp. 672.
In this ambitious book, Peter Marshall has provided an excellent overview of the 
Reformation in England. He rejects attempts to reduce matters of faith to political, 
economic, or social issues and insists that the English Reformation was primarily 
about religion, which, to be sure, was inextricably linked to other phenomena. He 
also argues convincingly that the manner in which religion was practiced and even 
understood changed dramatically over the course of the Reformation. The author 
takes issue with the many scholars who have maintained that England’s population 
was quite compliant and blithely went along with the various confessional changes 
mandated by different Tudor monarchs. 
This tome is divided into four parts, the first of which, composed of four 
chapters, looks at late medieval English religious culture. Marshall does a good 
job discussing the place in late medieval piety of the veneration of saints, requiem 
masses, and sacramentals such as holy water and church bells, which were at 
times used in “quasi-magical” ways. He includes a brief discussion of early 
sixteenth-century humanists, such as Erasmus, John Colet, and Thomas More, 
who criticized aspects of scholasticism, stressed the importance of Scripture, and 
encouraged a reformation of the church from within. In this era, most English 
clergy rarely if ever preached but, unlike their counterparts in much of continental 
Europe, took their vows of chastity quite seriously. Prior to the break with Rome, 
anticlericalism in England, if not widespread, definitely existed, and praemunire, 
a statute passed in the fourteenth century that forbade papal authority to encroach 
on monarchical power, served to maintain a delicate balance between the clergy, 
on the one hand, and the King, on the other. A small minority of English people, 
mostly from the artisan class, embraced Lollardy, which, according to Marshall, 
in itself did not lead to the break with Rome but rather showed that the religious 
landscape in England at this time was varied and that the “boundaries between 
orthodoxy and dissent” were “profoundly permeable” (p. 119). 
Part 2, “Separations,” recounts the divisions that Christianity underwent in 
England following two important developments in the 1520s: Luther’s rejection 
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of papal authority and Henry VIII’s efforts to annul his marriage to Catherine 
of Aragon. The first open supporters of Martin Luther in England appeared in 
Cambridge in 1521, the same year that Henry authored his Defense of the Seven 
Sacraments in response to the German reformer. Marshall provides a good 
narrative of Henry’s pursuit of the annulment, his marriage to Anne Boleyn, the 
acts of Parliament that effected the break with Rome, and the executions of More 
and others. Although religious violence in England paled in comparison to that in 
France or Germany, Marshall notes that historians too often pay short shrift to the 
Pilgrimage of Grace. A serious armed rebellion that was crushed by force, resulting 
in many deaths and over 150 executions, the Pilgrimage undermines entirely the 
claim that Henry’s religious policies encountered very little opposition. Though 
Henry sought unity and obedience through his religious reforms, they were 
actually fracturing religious unity and putting obedience to the crown to the test. 
Marshall looks at rival versions of reform in Part 3, “New Christianities,” 
which covers developments from the later years of Henry’s reign through the 
death of Mary Tudor. Subjects addressed include the Six Articles, passed by 
Parliament in 1539, which conflated heresy with treason and marked a major 
defeat for evangelicals, such as Hugh Latimer who was pressured to resign his 
bishopric in the same year. He also includes discussions of Henry’s brief marriages 
to Anne of Cleves, which remained unconsummated and contributed to Thomas 
Cromwell’s fall from favour and execution, and to Catherine Howard, whose 
adultery, unlike the alleged infidelity of her cousin Anne Boleyn, was blatant. 
Marshall deftly discusses the decisively Reformed direction that the Church of 
England took under Edward VI. Archbishop of Canterbury Thomas Cranmer, the 
principal author of the new Book of Common Prayer, unabashedly embraced a 
Zwinglian stance on the eucharist, denying any physical presence of Christ in the 
bread and the wine. As other historians have contended, such changes provoked 
considerable resistance. The summer of 1549 was quite bloody, and those 
events, according to Marshall, further expose the fallacy that the reformations in 
England unfolded in an “orderly, conformist and peaceful fashion” (p. 334). This 
argument, however, is somewhat weakened by the fact that one of the principal 
rebellions mentioned was that led by Robert Kett in Norfolk, a revolt that was 
motivated by economic rather than religious grievances. There were definite 
limits as to how Protestant the Church could become even under Cranmer, aptly 
seen in Parliament’s rejection in 1553 of the archbishop’s Reformatio; this plan 
to reshape the Church of England placed considerable emphasis on discipline, 
much as John Calvin vigorously pursued the policing of morals and behaviour 
through the consistory that he created in Geneva. Though Cranmer and other 
Reformed Protestants fell short in their pursuit of discipline, they enjoyed success 
in the area of theology, as witnessed by the acceptance of a catechism and of a 
set of 42 articles, which provided unequivocal support for the doctrine of double 
predestination. As Marshall notes, the restoration of Catholicism under Mary also 
had its limits. The queen and the pope of course had to renounce any possibility 
of restoring the hundreds of monasteries that had been dissolved, and Mary’s 
determination to have Cranmer executed, notwithstanding his many recantations, 
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proved to be a colossal mistake—his dramatic reversal, in which just before his 
execution he repudiated his previous abjurations and denounced the pope as the 
Antichrist, enabled him to be revered as a martyr by Protestants everywhere.
In Part 4, which examines Elizabeth’s reign, Marshall discusses the 
conflicting views of the Virgin Queen: though strongly anti-papal and shunning 
“superstitions,” she also loved elaborate church music, kept a silver crucifix in her 
private chapel, and had an aversion toward clerical marriage. As the author notes, 
the Rising of the Northern Earls of 1569, in which Catholic nobles tried to depose 
the Protestant Elizabeth in favor of her Catholic cousin, Mary, Queen of Scots, 
marked the first time in England that religion was the primary motive behind a 
rebellion aimed at regime change. Only when Mary was proven to be complicit in 
a plot to assassinate the queen, however, did Elizabeth agree, most reluctantly, that 
her cousin must be put to death in 1587. In the long run, Elizabeth successfully 
navigated between Puritans, who demanded a stricter brand of Protestantism, and 
Jesuits, who pursued the re-conversion of the English to Catholicism. Marshall 
chooses to end this study around 1590, persuasively arguing that while England 
was by that time predominantly Protestant, a considerable degree of religious 
pluralism was there to stay.
Marshall ends the book with the very provocative assertion that the English 
Reformation was “a volcanic eruption of change, whose seismic impact 
remains fundamental to an informed understanding of almost all the country’s 
subsequent social and political developments” (p. 575). While that may smack of 
hyperbole, Marshall has undeniably produced a superb general examination of the 
Reformation in England.
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L’image de couverture du livre de John Merriman montre une carte postale 
représentant la barricade de la route d’Angoulême à Limoges, dressée le 14 avril 
1905 et photographiée le lendemain en présence d’une foule de curieux. De jeunes 
femmes et de jeunes hommes encadrent la fragile construction censée bloquer la 
troupe. Dénonçant les bas salaires et la tyrannie des contremaîtres, les ouvriers 
et ouvrières de la chaussure, suivis par celles et ceux de la porcelaine, s’étaient 
en effet mis en grève quelques mois plus tôt; le mouvement s’est ensuite durci et 
s’est généralisé à toute la ville. Des barricades sont montées dans les faubourgs 
populaires, alors que des armureries sont pillées et qu’une bombe explose devant 
la maison du directeur de l’une des usines de porcelaine. Cet événement au 
retentissement national impose la capitale du Limousin comme la « ville rouge », 
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